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In this course, I meet with the violinists of Crane Symphony Orchestra for a sectional.  Besides 

working on getting correct notes and rhythms in particularly challenging passages of CSO music, I also 

make it a point to work on blend, group trust, unified section sound and what I call "compassionate 

playing" whereby each student is as much of a "receiver" as they are a "doer" in the section.  My first 

goal of this semester was to get the students through what I am sure was the most challenging piece of 

orchestral music they had ever encountered:  Sergei Prokofiev's Symphony No. 5.  This music is very 

difficult for violin because it does not "fit well in the hand" meaning note patterns are unnatural given 

the particular set up of the instrument.  We spent a lot of time talking about practicing strategies in 

one's individual practice room and I also encouraged students to really go for dynamics, gesture and 

character in our "safe" environment of the sectional time in order to build confidence for the larger tutti 

rehearsals.  When students are faced with very difficult music, building confidence is one of the most 

important things a teacher can do.  Even if the students can play everything perfectly but they are 

fearful, the performance will not be nearly as compelling as if they cannot play every note perfectly but 

have the confidence to go for things on stage.  The performance of the Prokofiev on the first concert of 

the semester was one of the proudest moments I have had at Crane so far.  The violin sections had 

worked very hard and it paid off.  The rest of the semester was spent doing more of the same group 

building, practice strategizing and note learning. 

The course evaluations for this section reflect a very positive response to the methods I used 

during sectionals.  Unfortunately, I did not receive any criticism from my students, constructive or 

otherwise, though I have a few ideas I would like to incorporate into this course in upcoming semesters. 

Some things to try: 

1. I'd like to start the semester off with some group scale work.  This is something I do in my own 

Violin Studio but there are some violinists in CSO from other studios or areas of campus who 

might also enjoy working on scales together in an attempt to build group trust, unity of sound 

and expansion of listening techniques.   

2. I would like to start sectionals right away the first week of class.  Traditionally, violin sectionals 

have started the second week of class (once the tutti CSO has met), however, in order to do 

some group blending exercises, it would be nice to meet before the students come together in 

the full tutti rehearsal.  I believe this will also build section comradery and identity right away in 

the semester. 


