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In this course, I coached a string quartet playing Edvard Grieg's String Quartet No. 1 in G Minor 

Op. 27, Mvt. 1.  My students were extremely excited to put this piece together because they wanted to 

explore chamber music from the Romantic Period.  We worked each week to piece it together and we 

also spent significant time during the coachings talking about strategies they could employ in their own 

rehearsal time as rehearsing chamber music requires a specific skill set that varies from the skills used in 

one's private practice.  I made it a requirement that each person had a score at every rehearsal and 

coaching (not just one score per group, which is what they were used to) and I also taught them how to 

tune their instruments in a string quartet setting.  I had them try various rehearsal techniques to learn 

the music like playing in pairs while the other members watched the score, three people playing while 

one person counts, establishing start and stopping points when running sections etc.  These are all 

techniques they will use when running their own orchestra or chamber music programs.  It was clear I 

was able to give them some ideas that were new to them and that felt good.  Their work resulted in a 

chamber music performance of the first movement on November 17th.   

Some things I would do differently: 

1. I would have made sure to have my students fill out course evaluations.  Due to the 

timing of this course, it happened that the chamber music recital took place right before 

Thanksgiving and then upon returning from Thanksgiving break, the students were 

immediately swept up in the throes of Candlelight Week and Levels Week.  As a new 

faculty member, I did not anticipate just how busy those last two weeks of classes can 

be at Crane and therefore was not able to find a time to have my quartet fill out a 

course evaluation.  If I had known that Crane was on such a special schedule between 

Thanksgiving and Finals Week, I would have gotten my course evaluations early and had 

my students fill them out before their final chamber music performance on November 

17th.   

2. In the future, I will be more explicit about knowing when and how long my group is 

rehearsing.  This quartet was made up of all seniors with very busy schedules and I think 

that effected their ability to find regular rehearsal times.  I believe having a regular 

rehearsal time in their schedule will help things progress more quickly. In the end, it is 

their responsibility to come up with that, but in the future, I will plan to put more 

emphasis on this right at the beginning of the semester.   

 


